
Chinese 
Pottery: 

Design through the 
Dynasties 

Teaching with World Historical Gazetteer



The Details:
Description: Diving into Art History, students will be viewing, describing, and learning 
about the various dynasties that have built the world of ceramics and the factors that 
influenced them.

Rational/Objective: To better understand why we use the ceramic techniques for 
construction and glazing we do presently, it is important to understand the history 
behind it.

Subject: Ceramics                                           Grades: 9-12

Key words: Dynasties: Qing, Shang, Han, Tang, Song, and Ming, Reign Marks, Porcelain, 
Celadon, Mishima

Region: China (a smaller portion of modern day China), can be adapted to Korea/Japan



Continued..
State Standards-

National: VA:Pr6.1.IIa, VA:Re.7.1.IIa, VA:Cn11.1.IIa

State: 9.1.12.F, 9.1.12.H, 9.2.12.B, 9.2.12.C

Prerequisite Knowledge: Students must have an understanding of Chinese 
dynasties studied in China and what makes each dynasty unique.

Extended activities: Can be broadened through different worksheets or mini 
projects



Procedures: 
Review 

1. Students will evaluate their knowledge 
of material

Students will play a review game on 
Kahoot to let their knowledge of what 
they have learned to come full circle. 
Questions will reflect on the dynasties 
unique features, styles, and how pottery 
advanced through each dynasty to the 
next. 

How do different time periods in art 
influence one another? 

Low tech option: “Play around the World” with a 
waste bin, a couple of crumpled pieces of paper, a 
list of questions, and students grouped into teams.



Procedures: 
Mapping 

2.  Students will experiment with World Historical Gazetteer and dissect locations.

After talking about the historical and artistic features of Chinese pottery, we are now going to shift to geography. 
What can a location tell us about the art that was made there?

Students will first be given a practice worksheet that will detail instructions of how to work through WHG together 
as a class, with teacher instruction along the way. 

Once students have familiarized themselves with the website, different locations of interest in these dynasties will 
be looked at. For example: Dehua in the Ming dynasty

Students will be placed into groups of 4 (with 6 total groups) where they will work alongside their fellow classmates 
to research more significant locations for their given dynasty.

Once locations are marked and pinned using WHG, they will create a place collection using points studied and they 
will use information discovered, in addition to styles/decoration from their dynasty, to create their own individual 
artwork.



World Historical Gazetteer Worksheet 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds
:US:524723ce-b920-3264-828c-8a2ad28eb68aLink:

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:524723ce-b920-3264-828c-8a2ad28eb68a


Procedures: Project 
Now that our points have been plotted on our maps and students have conducted their 
research, the students will utilize the design elements of their dynasty and information from 
their cities to create a dynasty inspired vessel.

The vessel must be coiled and at least 7 inches tall, and should have a form and design in 
relation to that of their dynasty. It must also include a “reign mark” on the piece somewhere 
that indicates what century their project was “made in”. 

Students will first begin finding a few reference images, then later making project sketches, 
before diving into clay. 



Project Example: 
Tony was a part of a group that studied the Song dynasty. Some key cities in that 
dynasty that contributed to its success were Jingdezhen, Taiyuan, and Gui. Looking at 
these cities, Tony learned that they were all populated cities with relation to rivers and 
Gui being named for a specific group of individuals. When thinking about his design for 
his project, Tony wants to take this geography into account, but also include a 
straightforward form. He plans to finish the piece with a glaze similar to traditional 
northern celadon out of Taiyuan. These are his reference images and sketches:



Procedures:Assessment 
● Assessment through critique and observation
● Points to assess on: 

○ Did the student make their project at least 7 inches tall?
○ Did the student use coiling as their main technique?
○ Did the student incorporate their sketches into their project?
○ Did the student produce a form and design of their dynasty?

● Hold a critique with the students over each of their pieces upon completion 
● Points to discuss in critique:

○ What parts of your design were effective? Which were not?
○ Was the piece finished in the way that you had hoped?
○ Did your design change at all throughout the process of the production of it?




